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Public Utility District No. 1 of Klickitat County 

Board of Commissioners Meeting 
Tuesday, August 11, 2015 

 
 
PRESENT:  Ray A. Mosbrucker-President, Randy L. Knowles-Vice President, and Dan G. 
Gunkel-Secretary. 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Ron Ihrig-Chief Operations Officer, Kevin Ricks-LFG Site Manager, 
Gwyn Miller-H.R./I.T. Manager, Anita Thompson-Accounting Manager, Mike DeMott-
Interim Power Manager, and Kathy Loveland-Executive Assistant.   
 
GUESTS:  None.  
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Commissioner Mosbrucker called the meeting to order at 2:00pm.   
  
PLEDGE:  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those present.   
 
MINUTES:   MOTION was made by Commissioner Randy L. Knowles to approve the July 
28, 2015 meeting minutes as presented.  Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS & PAYROLL:  Presented by Anita Thompson. 
Vouchers audited and certified by the auditing officer as required by RCW.42.24.080, and 
those expense reimbursement claims certified as required by RCW.42.24.090 have been 
recorded on a listing made available to the Board on August 11, 2015. 
 
MOTION was made by Commissioner Randy Knowles to approve the following: 

 Accounts Payable Voucher numbers 104006 through 104121 in the total amount of 
$431,488.49 and Wires, ACH and EFT numbers 8800328 through 8800331 in the 
total amount of $81,404.11 for the period ending August 11, 2015; and  

 Payroll Warrant numbers 43225 through 43226 and ACH Direct Deposit Payroll 
transactions 9913722 through 9913807 in the total amount of $170,062.02 for the 
payroll period ending July 26, 2015.  

Motion carried.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS – None.  
 
REPORTS: 
 
COMMISSIONER DAN GUNKEL reported that on July 20, 2015 he met with Klickitat 
County Commissioner Dave Sauter, Sherman County Judge Gary Thompson, Klickitat 
PUD Pumped Storage Project Coordinator Brian Skeahan, and Greg Wolfe, who acted as 
moderator. The topic of discussion was the pumped storage project and potential funding 
sources. There was a general discussion on the different interests in the project, and 
Commissioner Gunkel gave a summation of the PUD’s position.  He further articulated to 
the group the District’s point about being unable to proceed given the lack of funding, and 
that at this point in time the Commissioners of Klickitat and Sherman Counties were the 
decision-makers and potential funding sources.  Those present were made known that 
Klickitat PUD will not be taking any further action, unless further funding is secured. Brian 
Skeahan was asked to provide both county commissioners, during the month of August, 
with information in a useful format as to what could be done with the project at this point, if 
anything, what it might cost, and to ascertain if there was any path forward for any entity. 
Judge Thompson will be out of the area starting in early October, and was hoping to 
receive Brian’s report prior to that. A definitive response as to Sherman County’s ability 
and/or willingness to assist with funding of the project was not determined at this time.   
     Commissioner Knowles commented that the PUD Board needs to have a discussion on 
how to position the District going forward, and whether to withdraw our application for the 
project, or let it expire. Each has a different ramification, and having municipal preference 
is an impediment for others to take over the project to this point.  Brian is working with 
attorneys at K&L Gates and may have some information to share with the Board in the 
near future. Commissioner Knowles further noted that if the Board is contemplating doing 
something with the project in the future, that we would need to put together a timeline.  
Commissioner Mosbrucker stated that the interested party that he mentioned at the 
previous Board meeting is no longer interested in the project.   
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COMMISSIONER RANDY KNOWLES – no report at this time.  
 

COMMISSIONER MOSBRUCKER reported that he spoke to Lena Mendiola with the Washington 
PUD Association regarding Klickitat PUD hosting their committee meetings in September 2016.  
Kathy Loveland has also spoken with Lena and provided names of the local hotels, reserved the 
PUD meeting rooms, and will continue working with Lena on all other arrangements.   
 
GENERAL MANAGER – In Jim Smith’s absence, Ron Ihrig presented the Managers Report.  
The complete Report can be found at:  
http://www.klickitatpud.com/topicalMenu/commissioners/GM_Reports.aspx   
     In addition to the written report, Ron gave an update on the current fires throughout the county.  
There was a fire in Wishram, followed by a fire in Roosevelt that burned around the LFG property, 
and then moved toward and around the White Creek Wind project.  We lost 3 transmission poles 
and 9 distribution poles in that area, and we had to repair a water line in Roosevelt that was 
damaged by fire crews. We supplied water for firefighting and showers for the crews. There is also 
a fire in the Glenwood area that is still burning.   
     On August 1st Ron attended the celebration of life ceremony in memory of Johny Clarence of 
Klickitat, at which Ron spoke on behalf of the District with an overview of all the projects that Johny 
helped us with in the town of Klickitat.   
     The report was accepted as presented.   
 
ACCOUNTING – Anita Thompson presented the May and June, 2015 monthly financial reports, 
which included the income and cash flow statements. She also noted that low water conditions and 
low wind are affecting our numbers.  Julie Desimone with Moss-Adams will be attending the August 
25, 2015 Board meeting to present the results of the 2014 financial audit. The report was accepted 
as presented.    
 
H.W. HILL LANDFILL GAS PROJECT – Kevin Ricks presented the monthly report for the Landfill 
Gas project for July, 2015.  The average station output for the month was 18.46 average MW.  The 
reliability factor for the month was 99.99%; curtailments included equipment failure, BPA 
curtailment, and landfill related issues.  Kevin made a due diligence trip to Ohio the first week of 
August to visit a renewable natural gas (RNG) facility, and will also be heading to Tennessee next 
week to visit Clean Energy’s RNG plant.  He will provide the Board with a report on those two 
facilities in the near future. Kevin also noted that we lost about 24 hours of production at the plant 
this month due to the fire in the Roosevelt area that spread around our station and the landfill as 
well.  Kevin is also trying to get a temporary field technician to help RDC with well field adjustments 
to hopefully gain additional methane from the landfill.  RDC has indicated that they would be open 
to the idea. Senator Norris and his staff are doing a clean energy trip through The Gorge, which 
includes a tour our LFG project. The report was accepted as presented.   
 
Commissioner Mosbrucker stated that our new Legislator, Representative McCabe, has 
commented to him on several occasions that there are grant and loan programs available for 
capital projects through various agencies, and encouraged the District to apply. In most years 
these funds have gone to projects in the west side; however legislators would like to see funds 
going to projects in other parts of the state as well.  Commissioner Mosbrucker encouraged staff to 
look into the various options for funding of any future water or wastewater projects.  
 
Ron Ihrig reported that he, Ron Schultz and Jim Smith attended the Klickitat County 
Commissioners’ meeting on July 28th to give them an update on the Bickleton Water System 
project and where we are at budget-wise. Staff also discussed the Friends of the Gorge project 
funding through BPA for our Lyle crossing project, which is not looking too promising.  We also 
discussed the phosphate issue with the Dallesport wastewater system discharge and how the 
County would like KPUD to move forward as operators of that system. We also discussed the 
Wishram well replacement project, which the County applied for a Community Development Block 
Grant on our behalf.  If the grant isn’t approved, we will need to secure another source of funding. 
The community of Lyle is also inquiring about a new well for their water system.  Commissioner 
Mosbrucker re-stated his encouragement for staff to look into grants for these projects.     
 

AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
A.  RESOLUTION No. 1698 “Designation of Certifying Officers” – MOTION was made by 

Commissioner Dan Gunkel to adopt Resolution No. 1698, thereby rescinding 
Resolution No. 1596, and appointing the following new designees:  Chief Operating 
Officer as Certifying Agent, General Manager as Deputy Certifying Agent, and 
authorizing the Materials Manager to certify and sign blanket vouchers. Motion carried. 

 
 

http://www.klickitatpud.com/topicalMenu/commissioners/GM_Reports.aspx
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B.  BOND SALE REPORT – Jim Smith was present during this portion of the meeting via 

teleconference.  Jim and John Janney are currently in New York City for the bond sale, 
working with our financial advisors Alan Dashen & Scott Bauer of A. Dashen & 
Associates; Sean Keatts, Jane LePham, & Chris Roberts with Barclays Capital; and 
Deanna Gregory and her staff with Pacifica Law Group.  Jim provided an overview of 
the bond sale that took place earlier today, noting that the pricing came out better than 
expected and each requirement of the Delegation Agreement was met or exceeded.  
Details will be provided at the next Board meeting.   
     Alan Dashen commented that financing has been discussed by the PUD Board for 
the last few years.  Our timing worked out very well in the market, with excellent 
results in selling bonds today.  Barclays Capital has done a very good job throughout 
the process.  As a side benefit, local residents are able to buy some bonds through 
Edward Jones.   
     Alan further noted that the tax-exempt issues became very complicated and that 
Pacifica was very helpful in that area. Also, Klickitat PUD staff – Jim Smith, John 
Janney, and Anita Thompson greatly assisted in this process coming to fruition.  
Congratulations to Klickitat PUD on a successful bond sale! 
     The Commissioners thanked the group for their hard work, and were pleased with 
the outcome of the bond sale.   

  
C. ADJOURNMENT – Motion was made by Commissioner Randy Knowles to adjourn the 

meeting at 2:56pm.  Motion carried.   
 
 
 
 
________/s/__________________ 
Ray A. Mosbrucker, President 
 
 
 
 
________/s/__________________ 
Randy L. Knowles, Vice President 
 
 
 
 
_______/s/___________________  ____________/s/_______________ 
Dan G. Gunkel, Secretary    Kathy Loveland, Executive Assistant 
Date Approved: _8/25/2015_ 


